TO:
T

TO:

EFPA ELECTRONIC HAIL KESSAGE

Date: 31-Aug~-19%% 01:02pm EDT
Friom: GROUP REGIOHOS-TAT
REGIONU3-TRT

Dept: {OSWER, OERR,ERD} {C}
Tel No: G08~461-4003

GROUP RRC { RRC )

GROUP REGIONO3Z~TAT { REGIONO3~TAT }

GROUF ERD~OERR { ERD-CERR }

Bubject: PENINSULA PLATING POLREP #3

POLREP #3

PENINSULR PLATING CO. EMERGENCY ASSESSMENT
EAST 77TH AVENUE AND RIVER ROAD, RT. § BOX 1 ¢
BLADES, BUSSEX COUNTY, DE 19973

ATTN: GREGG CRYSTALL, JOHN RILEY

ABRNDOWED ELECTROPLATING SHOP EMERGENCY RASSESSMENT

I. SITUATION: MONDAY, 0900 HOURS, OB/07/8%

B AT 1540 HOURS ON 08/03/95, JOHN MOHBRMAN OF THE DELAWARE
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIROHMENTRL
CONTROL (DNREC) REQUESTED EPA ASSISTANCE FOR AN
EMERGENCY ASSESSMENT AT PENINSULA PLATING CO., AN
ABRHNDONED ELECTROPLATING FACILITY IN BLADES, SUSSEX
COUNTY, DELAWABRE. DNREC OBTAINED R SEARCH WARRANT AND
SECURED TEE FACILITY. OS8SC STEUTEVILLE WAS ASSIGNED 7THE
SITE.

B. AT 15615 HOURS ON OB/03/95, THE ROY F. WESTON TECHNICAL
ASSISTANCE TERM (TAT) WAS TASKED BY 0SC STEUTEVILLE 70
RESPOND TO THE SITE BY D300 HOURS ON 08/04/95, AND
PERFORM AN EMERGENCY ASSESSMENT. THE TRSKS INCLUDED
COLLECTING BACKGROUND INFORMATION, ASSEMBLING
DOCUMENTE, AIR MONITORING, AND COLLECTING BRND FIELD
TESTING SAMPLES.

e AT 1730 HOURS ON 08B/03/95, THE 0SC HOTIFIED TAT THAT
ACCESES TO THE SITE WAS OBTAIWED FOR VISUAL AND PHOTO~
DOCUMENTATION PURPOSES AND COLLECTION OF SAMPLES FOR
FIELD TESTING ONLY. NO SBMPLES COULD BE CQCLLESTED FOR
LABORATORY ANALYSIS AT THIS TIME. THE OSC FTAXED TaAT a
COPY OF THE SITE REPORT PROVIDED BY DNEEC WHICH INCLUDED
A LIST OF CHEMICALS ON SITE WHICH INCLUDED HEXAVALENT
CHROMIUM, CHROMIC ACID, NICKEL SULFATE, CURPER SULFATE,
ZINC CYRNIDE, HYDROGEN PERCXIDE, ETC. THESE CHEMICALS
WERE EITHER IN OPEN VATS IN THE PLATING AREA OR IN DRUMS
IN THE DRUM STORAGE AREA. ACCORDING TO DEESEC AN
ESTIMATED 1397 GALLONS OF ACIDS, 311 CALLONS OF CRUSTIC
ARD 25 CGALLONS OF ZINC CYANIDE ARE IN OPEN VATS AND 345
GALLONS OF ACIDS, 9 GRLLONS OF CRUSTIC, 185 GALLONS OF
ZINC CYANIDE, 15 GALLONS OF 35% HYDROGEN PEROXIDE AND 220
GALLONS OF OTHER CHEMICELS ARE IN APPROVIMATELY 24
DRUMS .

. PERSONNEL: EPA~1, TAT-~3, DHREC-5, BLADES FIRE
DEPARTMENT~1, BLADES POLICE DEPARTHMENT-1, MORRIS
PROPERTIES-1,

E. WEATHER: CLEAR, LIGHT WINDS, TEMPERATURES IN THE HIGH
308,

. POLREP #3 UPDATES POLREP #1 WITH ADDITIONAL TECHNICAL
DETAILS FROM THE TAT LOGS.
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II. ACTIONS TARKEN:

A AT 0830 HOURS, ON 0B/04/95, TAT ARRIVED AT THE BITE, WAS

BRIEFED BY DHREC OPPICIALS, AHD ASSESSED THE SI7E. THE
BUTLDING IS8 THREE STORIED AND LOCATED IN B HIKEDR
RESIDENTIAL/INDUSTRIAL SETTING. ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF
EAST 7TH ZTREET THERE ARE RESIDENCEE AND R RECHOOL WITHIH
200 YARDS OF THE SITE. THE BUTLDING ITSELF IS DIVIDED
INTO TWO UNITS; THE WESTERN PART IS OCCUPIED BY PENINEULA
PLATING CO. AND THE ZASTERN PART I8 QUCUPIEDR BY SERFORD
DIBPOSAL, A WASTE DISPOBAL COMPARY. IHMERIATELY OQUTSIRE
THE HORTHERN BOUNDARY OF THE PROPERTY, THERE ARE TWO
DRINKING WATER WELLS CPERATED BY THE QITY OF BLADES. THE
KANTICORE RIVER PLOWS WITHIN QNE QUARTER OF R MILE HORTH
OF THE BITE. TRT CRSERVED THAT THERE IS NO RETARINING
WALL ON THE HORTH BIDE OF THE BUILDIRG TO COHNTAIN ANY
CHEMICAL IN CASE OF B BPILL. A BUSIHESS THAT OPEBATEE A
POOD VENDING SERVICE IH THE ARER IS LOCRTED IMMEDIATELY
WEST OF THE FACILITY.

. AT 0915 HOURS, DNREC JOHN MOHRMAN ARRIVED ON SITE. BHE
INFORMED TAT THAT BEFORE INVENTORYING THE CHEMICALS OH
SITE ON OBJO3/95, DUREC PERFORMED AIR MONITORING AND DID
HOT OBSERVE ANY LEVEL OF CONCERN. TAT TOURED THE 2HD
FLOOR OF THE BUILDIMG WITH ¥B. HMOHRMAN. BESIDESR SOME
PIFING FROM THE PLATING AREA AND 3 PLASTIC CONTAINER WITH
A YELLOWISH LIQUID IN & ROUKM, THERE WAS WOTHIRG
SIGHNIFICANT IN THE 2HD FLOUR. THERE WAS PRACTICALLY RO
80 FLOOR INSIDE THE BUILDIRG.

E. AT 1000 HOURS, OBC STEUTEVILLE ARRIVED OH 3ITE. HE
INPORKMED DHREC GF THE BCOURER PROSBLEM. DHREC OFFICIALS
BRIEFED HIM ON THE SITE. THE OB0 ASHED DNREC AROUT
OWHRERSHIP OF THE BUSIHNESZ AND THE PROBERTY 30 THAT HE A
CORTRCT THE RIGHT PERSON FOR ACCESS PERMISSION.

PHREC INFORMED THE OBC THAT THE PLATING OPERARTION HAR
BEEN CPERATING SIHCE 1992 AND HAS SIEDE CHANGED
HANAGEMENT. PENINSULAE PLATING I8 & TEHANT LEASING
BUTLDING BPACE ON A LARGER PROPERTY. THE LATEST
OPEBATORS WERE MB, JOHR DOROWAY ARRD TWO OTHER
INDIVIDUALS. HR. DONOWAY CPERATED THE PLATING BUSIYESRZ
LUNTIL APRIL S5 BEFORE THE ABANDONMENT OF THE BUSBINESS.
THE BUILDING WAS USED AS X WAREHOUSE BEIFORE 1832,

AT 1015 HOURSE, WILLIAM HILL, DEREC CHIEF OF ENPORCEMENT,

ARRIVED ON SITE. HE INPORMED OB THAT DHREC IS WORKING

OH R IMMINENT HAZARD ORDER.

e AT 104% HOURE, THE BLADES FIRE CHIEF DARL CHAFPINCH
ARRIVED O SITE. AT 1100 HOURE, BLADES POLICE CHIEF PFAUL
VIEHMAN ARRIVED ON SITE. BOTH THE FIRE AND POLICE CHIEY
IHFORMED 0BC THAT IN JULY THERE WAS A MYSTERIOUS FIRE IH
& DUMPETER AT THE SITE. THEY ALSO QCHEERVED CHILDREN
PLAYINRG WITH MATCHES ABOUHD THE SITE. THE BUILDING I8
ROT SECURE ARND THE WINDOWS CAN BE OPENRED EARSILY FROM
GUTSIDE. DHREC EHTERED THE BUILDIRG THROUGH THE WINDOWES.
A& DOOR TO THE UPPER FLOORS I3 LOCKED, BUT CAHN BE EABILY
JIMMIED WITH A SCREW DRIVER. THE BUILDING CaN BE ENTERED
THRDUGH THE WINDOWS OR A DOOR WITHDUT FORCING THE DOORS
R WINDOMS. THERE IB 2 HIBTORY OF THEFT ARD VARDBLISH OB
BITE. THE PIRE CHIEF IRPORMED QB0 THAT THE LOCAL FIRE
DEPARTHENT IS ROT EQUIPPED TO HARNDLE AR EHERGERQY
SITUATION AT THIB EITE IF K FIRE WAS TO DCCUR.

H. DHREC IHPORMED OSC THAT SOME CUETOMERS WHD SENT PARRIE FOR
PLATING TO THE FACILITY VISITED THE SITE ON 08/03/%5% AND
DEMANDED THEIR PARTS. THE POLICE CQHIEF IHNFORMED EPA AND
DUREC THAT 5 CQUSTOMERS ALBEADY REGISTERED CASES WITH THE
POLICE.
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T 1055 HOURS, TAT PERPORMED AIR HONITORIND ANHD NO
SIGHIFICANT LEVEL ABOVE BACKGROURD WAE THDICHRTED.

AT 1105 HOUREB, MR. KEN EAST, NEPHEW OF BARAN MOBRIS
RRRIVED ON SITE AND MET WITH THE 08C. HE INFORMED THE
QEC THAT MR, FRANK TRYLOR OF WILMINGION TRUST MAMRGES THE
TRUBT POR SARAR MORBIE. WILMINGTOR TRUST ALSO CQOLLECTS
RENT FROM ALL TENANTS ON THE PROPERTY. THE LAW FIRM OF
RICHARDSE, LAYTOH & FINGER WORES A5 THE ATTORHEY FOR
WILMINGTON TRUST, AHD MR, FREDERICK L. COTTELL HANDLES
THE CREE. MR. EAST PRESENTED THE DEC AN ESTIMATE
SUBHMITIED T0 WILMINGTON TRUST BY WIK ASSOUIATEES, AR
ENVIRONMENTAL COMPANY, FPOR CLEARN UP OF THE ENTIRE
FROPERTY. BUT THE PHABE I ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT DID HOT
MENTION THE ELECTROPLATING FACILITY.

DRREC INFORMED THE OS0 THAT THE FACILITY HAD A DISCHARGE
PERMIT ISSUED BY SUSSEX COURTY WHICH HAVE ZEEHR REVORED ON
MBY 30, 1995. DHREC QLOSED THE DISCHARSE Oof (QB/JD3/9% BY
POURING CONCRETE INTO THE DRAIN SYZTEM IN FRONT OF THE
BUILDING.

AT 1130 BOURS, TAT SET UP k MINI-RAM IN THE PLATING ROOM
FOR DUST HONITORING., FEADINGS WERE NOT SIGHIFILANT. AT
THIE TIME TAT PFREPARED FOR COLLECTION QF BSAMPLES FROM THE
VATE ARD DRUMS POR FIELD TESTING. TAT MARKED THE VATS
PR O THRU “IY AHD PLANHNED TO QOLLECT SAMPLER FROM FIVE
VATE.  TAT ALSO PLANHED TO QQLLECT ZAMPLES PROM THREE
DRUNS.

BT 1150 HOURS, THE O30 OBTARINED PERMISSION PROM
WILMINGTON TRUST TO COLLECT SAMFLES FOR LABORATORY
ANALYRISG.

AT 1200 HOURS, TAT CUMPLETED COOLLECTION OF FPIVE SRMPLES
FROM YATS AHD THREE ZAMPLES FROM DRUME FOR PIELD TEERTIHG.
ALL SAMPLES WERE COLLEQTED IN LEVEL “C" PROTECTION.
DURING SAMPLE COLLECTION, TAT CUBSERVED INCOMBATIBLE
CHEMICALS STAGED IN DRUMES IN THE DRUM STORAGE ARER.

AT 1320 HOURS, TAT COMPLETED FIEBLD TESTING OF ALL SAMPLES
CRLLECTED. RESULTS ABE AS POLLOWS:

VAT "a¥, LABELED "COPPER ACID BRTH", CONTAINED A CLEAR
BLUE LIQUID WHICH HAD pH OF ZERD AND TESTED POSITIVE FOR
QXIDIZER.

¥AT "0, LABELED "CQRUSTIC BQLUTION®, CONTAINED & QLOUDY
WHITE LIQUID WITH SOAPY BUBBLES AND FLAKES ON BOTTON OF
THE VAT. THIS LIQUID BaD & pH OF 11.

VAT "F* QONTATHED AN UNKNOWN OILY LIQUID WITH WHITE
RESIDUE: %98% LIQUID AHD 3% RESIDUE SOLID. BOTH THE
LIQUIL AND THE RESIDUE HAD A pH OF IZERO RND TESTED
POSITIVE FOR OXIDIZER.

VAT K" HAD X CLEAR LIQUID WITH & pH OF 7 AND TESTED
HEGATIVE FOR OXIDIZER, PEROXIDE RND CYANIDE.

VAT "1™, LABELED "ZINC CYANIDE®, CUNTAINED A CLEAR
GREBNIBH LIQUID WITH A pH OF 14 AND TESTED PORITIVE FOR
CYARNIDE.

ORE DRUM WITHOUT A LID LABELER A% “CHROMIC ACID BALT"
CONTAINED b RED/BROWN SOLID SLUDGE. THE SLUDGE HRD A pH
OF OHE AND TEETED POSITIVE FOR OXIDIZER.

& 30 GARLLON BLACK POLY DRUM, LARBELED “HYDRBOGEN PEROXIDE"
CONTAINED A CLEAR LIQUID., THE LIQUID HAD & pH OF 5 AHD
TESTED POBITIVE FOR OXIDIZER AHD PEROXIDE.

THE LAET LRUM SAMPLED WAZS LABELED A8 "WICKEL CHLORIDE™
AND COHNTRINED A CLEAR LIQUID. THE LIQUID HaD A pH OF
THEEE AND TESTED HEGATIVE FOR OXIDIIER.

AT 1415 BDURS, THE 050 CONSULTED THE EPA MANAGEMENT ARND
DISCUSSEED THE NEED FOR BSUPERFUND RESPOHSE AUTION. THE
DEC AUTIVATED S300K IN EMERGENCY REMOVAL ACTIVATION
FURDES.

AR100p20

ED_005024_00000468-00003



Page 4 of 4

Q@ AT 1445 HOURS, THE OSC TASKED ERCS TO PROVIDE A 24-HOUR
GURRD SBERVICE FOR THE SITE.

R. AT 151D HOURS, THE ©SC DIRECTED TAT T¢ COLLECT A TOTAL OF
SIX SAMPLES FOR LABURATORY ANALYSIS. A TOTAL OF FOUR
SAMPLES TC BE COLLECTED FROM THE VATE AND TWO SAMPLES TO
BE COLLECTED FROM DRUMS. THE SAMPLES ARE TO BE ANALYZED
FOR pH, COPPER, NICKEL, CHROMIUM, ZINC, OXIDIZER AND
REACTIVE CYANIDE FOR CONFIRMING THE FILED TEST DATA.

g, AT 1605 HOURS, TAT COMPLETED COLLECTION OF ALL $IX
SBMPLES FOR LABORATORY ENALYSIS. TAT COLLECTED ALL
SEMPLES IR LEVEL “Q° PROTECTION. DURIRG COLLECTION OF
SAMPLES, TAT PHOTO-DOCUMENTED INDIVIDUAL VATS AND DRUKS
SAMPLED. TAT COMPLETED THE REQUIRED CHAIN-OF-CUSTOLY
FORME FOR THE SAMPLES. THE SAMPLES WILL BB TAKEN TO THE
TAT QFFICE AND DELIVERED T0O A LABORATORY FOR AMNALYSIS AS
SCOON AS A LABURATORY 1§ ARRANGED.

T RT 1715 HOURS, THE 0SC SECURED ALL ACCESS TO THE BUILDIRG
AND PLACED BANNER GUARD.

U AT 1730 HOURS ON 08/04/95, TAT AND DHREC DEPARTED SITE.

Ve AT 1800 HOURS, BENNETTE GUARD SERVICES, SALISRURY, MD,
WHO WAS CONTRACTED BY ERCS, ZRRIVED ON SITE AND TODOK OVER
THE SECURITY OF THE SITE.

W AT 1B30 HOURS ON 08/04/95, THE OSC AND ALL QTHER
PERECGNNEL DEPARTED 8ITE.

ITI. FUTURE ACTIONS:
& 03C TO CONTACT SUPERFUND ENFORCEMENT SECTION FPOR POSSIELE
INVESTIGATION OF POTENTIRLLY RESPONSIBLE FARTY[IES).
B. O5C TO MAINTARIN CONTACT WITH STATE AKD LOCAL OFFICIALS.
. TAT TO ARRANGE LABORATORY FOR SAMPLE ANALYSIS AND DELIVER
THE BAMPLES.

BILL STEUTEVILLE, 0sC
EPR REGION IIX
PHILADELPHIA, PA
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